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	Theme/Topic
	Type
	Relevance
	Author/Source
	Web Link

	Legal terminology


	Legal Dictionary 
	This dictionary of Irish Law defines key words, concepts and phrases, their legal source, whether statutory or judicial, and gives a brief introduction to the law. 
	Murdoch and Hunt:

A Dictionary of Irish Law (6th ed.)


	http://www.bloomsburyprofessional.com/uk/murdoch-and-hunts-dictionary-of-irish-law-6th-edn-9781780438955/


	Legislation and Court cases


	Online database 
	The British and Irish legal Information Institute is a database of legal instruments and court cases. On this site students can access Irish Statutes, statutory instruments and judgments of the higher Irish courts.
	British and Irish Legal Information Institute
	http://www.bailii.org/databases.html#ie

	Relevant statutes and statutory instruments
	Online database 
	All the relevant legislation (family law acts, amendments, regulations...) is available on this official website. Studying a range of documents will enable students to get familarised with how the law is written and how a legal document will often refer to another. 
	Office of the Attorney General
	http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/home.html

	Family law court cases
	Online database of Family law  cases
	Since 2004, reports of family law cases can be published) provided anonymity is respected). Judgments of the higher courts (High Court, Court of Appeal and Supreme Court) can be found on this website. This will allow students to see how judgments are written and how legislation is being implemented, as well as how precedents are being used.
	University College Cork
	http://www.ucc.ie/law/irlii/irliiindex/irliiindexsearch.php?q=family%20law

	Study/analysis of family law jurisprudence 
	Book
	Family Law in Practice: A Study of Cases in the Circuit Court

This book examines empirical data from court files and the author’s personal observations from court proceedings, using both statistical and legal analysis.


	Carol Coulter
	http://www.claruspress.ie/shop/family-law-in-practice-a-study-of-cases-in-the-circuit-court/

	Case study: court case and  judgment
	PDF documents
	Family Law reports: "family matters"

The Courts Service took advantage of the relaxation of the in camera rule following the enactment of the Civil Liability and Courts Act, 2004 to make information available. These reports cover all court jurisdictions and include matters across the entire family law spectrum including divorce, judicial separation, nullity, guardianship, custody, access, maintenance and partition.         
	Courts service of Ireland (edited by Carol Coulter)
	http://www.courts.ie/Courts.ie/library3.nsf/%28WebFiles%29/7F123DB171E31618802576AA003876FA/$FILE/Family%20Law%20Matters%20-%20Vol%203%20No%202.pdf

	Dissenting judgments
	Supreme court case published online
	Director of Public Prosecutions -v- J.C A [2015] is a controversial  4-3 majority judgment, with a strong dissenting judgment by Hardiman J. The supreme court reverses a 1990 rule according to which unconstitutionally obtained evidence cannot be used in later trials. The dissenting opinions were highly publicised in the media.
	Supreme Court of Ireland
	http://www.bailii.org/ie/cases/IESC/2015/S31.html


	Dissenting judgments
	Judgment (online)
	In H v. H [2015] Judge O'Donnell here writes a dissenting judgment in relation to the recognition of foreign divorces.
	Supreme Court of Ireland
	http://www.bailii.org/ie/cases/IESC/2015/S7.html

	Citing legal documents
	PDF document
	This citation guide is based on OSCOLA which was devised by the Faculty of Law at Oxford University and adapted for the purposes of developing a standard citation style for Ireland.
	OSCOLA Ireland 
	http://www.legalcitation.ie/page5/files/OSCOLA%20Ireland%202011.pdf

	The Irish legal system
	Book
	Make that grade - Fundamentals of Irish law

The opening chapters of this easy to understand book introduces the learner to the Irish legal system. Chapters 1, 3 and 4 are of particular relevance (introduction, sources of law, institutional framework in Ireland and Europe).
	Ruth Davenport
	http://www.gillmacmillan.ie/law-uni/law-uni/make-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gillmacmillan.ie/law-uni/law-uni/make-that-grade-fundamentals-of-irish-law1"
that-grade-fundamentals-of-irish-law1

	Main features of Irish family law and the 21st century challenges
	Pdf document
	Background paper to presentation "Challenges in family law proceedings"

Written by Mr. justice Michael White, this paper gives an excellent overview of the main features of Irish family law and the 21st century challenges it faces (for instance both the domestic and international dimension of the law is being explored). Themes include the courts, custody, child care proceedings, child abduction, relocation, mediation, the voice of the child, guardian ad litem, guardianship, custody and access.

	Mr. Justice Michael White
	http://www.barnardos.ie/assets/files/Advocacy/Family%20Lay%20May%202013/Mr.%20Justice%20Michael%20White%20-%20Challenges%20in%20Family%20Law%20Practice

 HYPERLINK "http://www.barnardos.ie/assets/files/Advocacy/Family Lay May 2013/Mr. Justice Michael White - Challenges in Family Law Practice Background Paper.pdf"
%20Background

 HYPERLINK "http://www.barnardos.ie/assets/files/Advocacy/Family Lay May 2013/Mr. Justice Michael White - Challenges in Family Law Practice Background Paper.pdf"
%20Paper.pdf

	Children’s rights and child welfare – Irish and international dimension
	Book
	Children’s Rights In Ireland: Law, Policy and Practice 

This book was written by Ireland's leading children's rights expert and offers a legal analysis of child and family law from a children's rights perspective. It deals with issues concerning children beyond traditional family law, including constitutional issues, the obligations Ireland must meet under European law and international Human rights law. Note that the book was published before the referendum on children's rights.
	Ursula Kilkelly
	http://www.legalbooks.ie/product_info.php/products_id/246


	Children’s rights in the Irish constitution 
	PDF guide
	A Guide to the referendum on the 31st Amendment  to the Constitution

This short guide was written at the time of the Children's rights referendum in 2012. It compares the constitutional articles that relate to children as they were before the referendum and the proposed changes (that have since been passed). It explains in an unbiased way what the changes would mean for children, in relation to non-marital children, adoption and the best interest of the child.


	UCD school of law
	https://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Guide_to_the_31st_amendment.pdf

	The Children first bill
	Online journal article
	The Children First Bill 2014: A Step in the Right Direction? (2015) Irish Journal Of Family Law 

The author addresses how the bill deals with topical issues like mandatory Reporting, Child Protection and Child Abuse. 
	Roni Buckley
	http://www.roundhall.thomson.com/navigateToUrl.do?idOfMenuItemToHighlight=catalogue&actionToInvoke=/displayProductDetails.do&productId=216809&unitId=216809

	Banning the smacking of children at home?
	Type: article, audio and video
	In May 2015, following the European Committee of Social Rights finding that Ireland violated the European social charter by not banning all corporal punishment, including parents smacking their children at home, the Minister for Children James Reilly has said officials from his department have started talks with the Department of Justice and Equality on removing the defence of "reasonable chastisement".
	RTÉ 
	http://www.rte.ie/news/2015/0527/704082-smacking-law/ 

	The Irish Constitution /Bunreacht na hEireann
	Book
	Constitutional Law (nutshells)

Although two referendums have since modified some aspects of the law, this book provides a concise and accessible overview of the core principles and concepts in Irish constitutional law. Relevant cases discussed include the "Baby Ann case" (2006), the "Zappone case" (2006).... The effects of the incorporation of the European Convention on Human Rights are highlighted throughout.
	Bruce Carolan and Fergus Ryan
	http://www.legalbooks.ie/product_info.php?products_id=179

	The family in Bunreacht na hEireann
	Landmark Judgment

(online)
	In The State (Nicolaou) -v- An Bord Uchtála [1966] the Supreme court case defines the constitutional family as the one based on marriage.
	Supreme court of Ireland
	http://www.supremecourt.ie/supremecourt/sclibrary3.nsf/pagecurrent/9FA0AA8E8D261FC48025765C0042F6B3?opendocument&l=en


	The family in Bunreacht na hEireann
	Online Law Journal article
	A critical analysis of the protection of families under the Irish Constitution of 1937

This article explores the relationship between the family unit and the Constitution looking at the rights it does impart, those it does not, and the types of family it recognises.  Crucially it asks  whether  or  not  the  document  drafted  seventy  four  years  ago  still protects and empowers the institution it so highly regarded at the inception of the state,  as the traditional family unit has unquestionably gone through a complete metamorphosis in the last three  quarters  of  a  century.
	Donnacha O’Sullivan
	http://corkonlinelawreview.com/editions/2012/ACriticalAnalysisOfTheProtectionOfFamiliesUnderTheIrishConstitutionOf1937.DonnachaOSullivan.pdf

	Marriage equality
	Bill
	The thirty-fourth Amendment of the Constitution (Marriage Equality) Bill 2015 was passed by referendum in May 2015; it will allow same sex couples to get married. This is the bill at the origin of the referendum; it includes the new definition of marriage between "two persons without distinction as to their sex".
	Houses of the Oireachtas
	http://www.referendum.ie/downloads/Thirty-fourth-Amendment-of-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.referendum.ie/downloads/Thirty-fourth-Amendment-of-the-Constitution-(Marriage-Equality)-Bill-2015.pdf"
the-Constitution-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.referendum.ie/downloads/Thirty-fourth-Amendment-of-the-Constitution-(Marriage-Equality)-Bill-2015.pdf"
%28Marriage-Equality%29-Bill-2015.pdf

	Family breakdown: how can the law help? (including ancillary relief or orders)
	Videos
	These free short videos explain in a concise manner the conditions and various options available in relation to obtaining a Divorce, maintenance orders, separation agreements, access, custody and guardianship, remedies for domestic violence and legal aid.           


	Terry Gorey & Co. solicitors
	http://familylawirelandhq.com/family-law-videos/       

	Family breakdown: how can the law help? (including ancillary relief or orders)
	
	Family Breakdown: A Legal guide

Written by the Barrister who represented the first spouse to obtain a High Court divorce under the 1996 legislation, this latest edition includes civil partnership, the in camera rule, developing European jurisprudence, pre-nuptial agreements, common law spouses and more. Being a legal guide, it offers practical advice on appearing in court and real-life questions and answers.

	Kieron Woods
	http://www.claruspress.ie/shop/family-breakdown-a-legal-guide/ 

	Family breakdown and the children 
	Online PDF booklet
	This short booklet has been written by Solicitors and Mediators as a guide to help couples who have children and who are going through a separation or divorce process, to provide the best outcome for their children.
	Family Law and Civil legal aid committee, Law society of Ireland
	http://www.lawsociety.ie/Documents/committees/p

 HYPERLINK "http://www.lawsociety.ie/Documents/committees/parentplan.pdf"
arentplan.pdf

	Resolving  disputes through agreement 
	Official website
	Basic information of the free mediation service offered by the legal aid board



	Legal aid board
	http://www.legalaidboard.ie/lab/publishing.nsf/Content/Family_Mediation_Service

	Resolving disputes through agreement
	Video
	The video 'Finding your way' offers parents basic information about the District Family Courts and family mediations. It also offers advice and support services that may assist them with reaching agreement or important issues affecting them and their children following separation.
	The Courts Service of Ireland
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cS-_4sdNy7I

	Alternative dispute resolution (ADR) in family disputes
	Consultation paper
	The Law reform commission (LCR) investigates alternative dispute resolution methods (ADR). Chapter 6 is dedicated to family disputes, in particular mediation and collaborative practice.
	Law reform commission
	http://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/markup.cgi?doc=/ie/other/IELRC/2010/r98.html&query=family&method=boolean


	Nullity of marriage (void and voidable marriages)
	Web page
	Clear and concise information on a site maintained by Tyrell solicitors. This page explains the basics in relation to annulment of marriage.
	Tyrell solicitors
	http://www.lawyer.ie/family-law/nullity

	Nullity of marriage (void and voidable marriages)
	Web page
	Written by Anne O'Neill solicitors in relation to annulment of marriage, its historical evolution, the conditions for voiding a marriage...all explained in a critical fashion.
	Anne O'Neill
	http://www.familylawireland.ie/void-or-voidable-%E2%80%93-nullity-of-marriage/

	Nullity of marriage (void and voidable marriages): the case for reform
	PDF document
	Nullity of marriage: the case for reform

This report highlights the need to modernise the law on annulment, for instance by abolishing the concept of voidable marriages.
	Law society's law reform committee
	https://www.lawsociety.ie/Documents/committees/lawreform/Nullity2.pdf

	Recognition of foreign divorces
	Web page
	The recognition of foreign divorces in Ireland

This page maintained by a solicitor firm explains in a concise manner the main pieces of legislation in relation to foreign divorce, namely the Domicile and Recognition of Foreign Divorces Act, 1986 and the Brussels II regulation of 2001, later amended by Brussels II bis.
	Terry Gorry & Co. Solicitors
	http://familylawirelandhq.com/tag/domicile-and-recognition-of-foreign-divorces-act-1986/

	Recognition of foreign divorces
	Newspaper article
	“Supreme Court calls for law on recognition of foreign divorces -Uniform approach needs to be taken to validity of foreign divorces granted before 1986” (February 3rd 2015).

This article explains that the Supreme Court has called for legislation to enable a uniform approach to recognition of foreign divorces (as Irish law does not recognise the validity of divorces obtained before 1986 in certain circumstances).
	Mary Carolan
	http://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/courts/high-court/supreme-court-calls-for-law-on-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/courts/high-court/supreme-court-calls-for-law-on-recognition-of-foreign-divorces-1.2089724"
recognition-of-foreign-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/courts/high-court/supreme-court-calls-for-law-on-recognition-of-foreign-divorces-1.2089724"
divorces-1.2089724

	Comparative family law: Ireland and other jurisdictions
	Book
	International Family Law: an introduction

Understanding international Family Law (IFL) is increasingly becoming necessary because the practice of family law has become globalized.  Lawyers inevitably encounter clients whose family law problems extend beyond national boundaries, including problems in which the laws of more than one state must be taken into account. 
	Barbara Stack
	https://library.soas.ac.uk/Record/700645

	Comparative family law: Ireland and other jurisdictions
	Book
	Family Law Jurisdictional Comparisons (2nd Edition)

This book provides a comprehensive and practical guide to the key components of family law across 46 major jurisdictions. 
	Various authors. 
The chapter on Ireland is written by Jennifer O'Brien.
	http://www.carswell.com/product-detail/family-law-jurisdictional-comparisons-2nd-edition/

	Relationship between family law and society (individuals, families and beyond)
	Online newspapers
	Thejournal.ie / and The Irish Times (online ed.)

These two free online newspaper features news and opinion pieces in relation to family law and its impact on society. This type of reading helps seeing the human dimension of family law which is not always apparent in a technical family law textbook.
	Various authors
	http://www.thejournal.ie/family-law/news/
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/courts"
law/courts

	Relationship between family law and society (individuals, families and beyond)
	Blog
	This blog, written by a practitioner of family law describes itself as "being about the law but [...] not solely about the law but also about those places the law does not go". This type of reading helps students reflecting on some of the big questions in Irish society in the area of families and the law.       
	Anne O'Neill, Family law solicitor
	http://anneoneill.blogspot.ie/

	General material relevant to family law
	Free website
	Barrister Kieron Woods maintains a website with basic information on key elements of the law including family law.
	Kieron Woods
	http://irishbarrister.com/familylaw.html

	General material relevant to all aspects of family law
	Free website
	Free legal information for the layman

This well-known website explains in clear and concise manner the basic rules in relation to legal matters; in family law it covers adoption, fostering, surrogacy, children's rights, marriage, civil partnership, single parents, family breakdown and annulment.
	Citizen information board
	http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/birth_family_relationships/

	General material relevant to all aspects of family law
	Online article
	Key features of Irish family law (for the purpose of comparative family law) are highlighted by a family law practitioner. Very informative piece, easy to understand and structured by themes.


	Jennifer O'Brien
	http://www.mhc.ie/latest/insights/family-law-jurisdictional-comparisons-european-lawyer-2013

	General material relevant to all aspects of family law
	Book
	An Introduction to Irish Family Law (4th Edition)

A classic and accessible textbook, updated to include Adoption Act 2010, the Civil Partnership and Certain Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants Act 2010 , the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2011, Pre-nuptial agreements, the use of marriages of convenience to circumvent immigration legislation , the judgment of the European Court of Justice in the Zambrano case for the non-national parents of citizen children. 
	Jim Nestor
	http://www.gillmacmillan.ie/law-uni/law-uni/an-introduction-to-irish-family-law-4th-edition

	General material relevant to all aspects of family law
	Book
	“Family Law” (Nutshell)

Book published in 2008, detailed but concise on all aspects of family law. 

Note that a 2013 book (post children's right referendum), “Family Law” by the same author is more up to date, but not part of the “nutshell” publications, therefore it is much more in depth and may be more adapted to students at degree level or teachers.
	Louise Crowley
	http://www.legalbooks.ie/product_info.php?cPath=&products_id=255
The 2013 book can be found at:

http://www.roundhall.ie/navigateToUrl.do;jsessionid=074367FFD7F3AA5456619F27E

 HYPERLINK "http://www.roundhall.ie/navigateToUrl.do;jsessionid=074367FFD7F3AA5456619F27E4BE45D9?idOfMenuItemToHighlight=catalogue&actionToInvoke=/displayProductDetails.do&productId=632054&unitId=632054"
4BE45D9?

 HYPERLINK "http://www.roundhall.ie/navigateToUrl.do;jsessionid=074367FFD7F3AA5456619F27E4BE45D9?idOfMenuItemToHighlight=catalogue&actionToInvoke=/displayProductDetails.do&productId=632054&unitId=632054"
idOfMenuItemToHighlight=catalogue&actionToInvoke=/displayProductDetails.do&productId=632054&unitId=632054

	Making an application to the courts in family matters
	Website
	The courts service of Ireland provides a brief explanation of the applicable rules across the whole range of family law issues (marriage, access, paternity...) and for each one tells readers the necessary steps to make an application to the courts.
	Courts service of Ireland 
	http://www.courts.ie/Courts.ie/Library3.nsf/0/1A0DBBC6D78F2FF38025743C005537FB?OpenDocument



Useful Organisations:

	Name
	Contact Information

	AIM Family Services
	http://aimfamilyservices.ie/

	Legal aid board
	http://www.legalaidboard.ie/lab/publishing.nsf/Content/Home

	Barnardos
	http://www.barnardos.ie/

	Family Lawyers association of Ireland 
	http://www.familylawyers.ie/

	Association of collaborative practitioners
	http://www.acp.ie/

	Free legal advice centres
	http://www.flac.ie/

	MOOCs (Massive Online Open Courses)

	Free access to online courses

Search regularly for new courses and new start dates
	https://www.mooc-list.com/
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